
Medium Term Plan 

Year 4        Topic Name:    SMASHING SAXONS & VICIOUS VIKINGS                Term 2                           
 

Overarching 
Question? 

How can we solve the mysteries of the past? 

Stunning Start History focus- Mystery dig.  

Fantastic Finish Cookery Viking Feast 

 

Subject  NC Programme of study Possible Tasks Outcomes 
‘I can…’ 

 
 
 
English Genres 
and Focus 
 
 
 
 

Beowulf 
Poem/story- 
 
 
Conquering the 
Monster Tale- 
 
 
Newspaper 
Recount Text- 
Roman Coin 
Surprise for Mrs. 
Ship. 
 
 
 
GPS: 
Prefixes in- im- il-
ir- 

Plan and improve my writing by discussing 
other authors’ sentence structure words 
and grammar. 
Draft and write in narrative creating 
setting, characters and plot with 
consideration for the audience and 
purpose. 
 
Plan my writing by talking about the 
important parts to have in a non-fiction 
piece. 
 
Re-draft. 
Proof read writing for spelling and use of 
correct punctuation. 

Camp fire retelling the 
Myth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newspaper report-Sutton 
Hoo find. 

I can make my writing interesting by adding 
adjectives. 
To use expanded noun phrases. 
To use fronted adverbials. 
 
To identify features of a news report 
 
To use paragraphs to organise my ideas. 
To use standard English forms (we were I 
was) 
 
To use inverted commas and other 
punctuation to indicate direct speech. 
 
 

 
 
Maths 
 
 

Measurement: 
Perimeter of a 
rectilinear shape 
Multiplication & 
Division 

Measure and calculate the perimeter of a 
rectilinear figure in cm & m. 
To count in 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000s.Multiply 
three numbers 
Recall and use multiplication and division 
facts for tables up to 12x12 

Calculate the perimeter 
of Saxon huts. 
Saxon treasure chests. 
 
Problem solving 
Saxon animal pens. 

To find the area of a rectilinear shape by 
counting squares. 
To find the perimeter of a given shape. 
 
To solve problems involving multiplication. 
 
See White Rose Planning 



Science 
VOCAB: 
Cell, wires, 
circuit, bulbs, 
switches, buzzers 
open close 
conductors 
insulator 
 
 

Electricity- 
Insulators & 
conductors 
Construct circuits  

Identify common appliances that run on 
electricity 
Construct simple series electrical circuit  

Make a working torch or 
lantern 
 

Identify and label basic parts of a series 
circuit. 

PE 
 
 

Tennis (4wks) 
Sportshall 
Athletics- 
Circuit training 
Swimming. 

 Tennis sending and 
receiving, serving, mini 
games. 

 

Art/DT 
 
 

Cook & Nutrition 
Plan and select 
materials  

select from and use a wider range of tools 
and equipment to perform practical tasks 
[for example, cutting, shaping, joining and 
finishing], accurately. 
apply their understanding of how to 
strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more 
complex structures. 
evaluate their ideas and products against 
their own design criteria and consider the 
views of others to improve their work. 

Plan and select materials 
to make a     
3-D Saxon helmet. 
Woodwork: Lanterns or 
Modelling torches 

I can use a sketchbook for collecting ideas 
and developing a plan for a completed piece 
of artwork.  
I can read and follow recipes which involve 
several processes, skills and techniques. 

PSHE 
 
 

Wellbeing 
Growing and 
changing. 
 

Stages of life 
Share perceptions of what children think it 
means to be grown up 
 

DVD 
Changes in growth at 
each stage of life. 
Rights and 
responsibilities. 
Challenging stereotypes 

Identify stages of life 
To show respect for the feelings of others. 
 

RE 
VOCAB: 
Light, shine, 
glory, pure light 
Jesus, Prince of 
Glory, everlasting 

Understanding 
Christianity: 
Incarnation 
-People of God 
 

Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is 
God’s power at work in the world today. 

Baptism-Water to wash 
away sins. New start. 
Make a traditional 
Christmas card. 
Rewrite a verse from a 
Christmas carol using key 

Identify the difference between a gospel and 
a letter. 
To know that God is the the Holy Trinity. 
Father, Son, Holy Spirit. 



 phrases Make a 
Christmas according to 
John Christmas card 
showing Jesus the light. 
 
 

Computing 
 

Use ICT to 
research 
 
 
Maths 

Select, use and combine a variety of 
software (including internet services) on a 
range of digital devices to design and 
create a range of programs, systems and 
content that accomplish given goals, 
including collecting, analysing, evaluating 
and presenting data and information 

Research Saxons & 
Vikings  
Iceland 
 
Times Tables Rockstars 
 

I can use a range of programs to complete a 
task.  

Geography 
VOCAB: 
Volcanoes, 
geysers,  
 

Mapwork- 
Locate places in 
Europe 
Locate UK, 
Iceland 
Weather & 
climate 
 
 

Skills: 
Use a wide range of geographical terms 
Understand the effect of landscapes 
features on the development of a locality. 
Describe how people have been affected 
by changes on the environment.  
Key natural resources. 

Research Iceland physical 
& human features. 
Discuss similarities and 
differences between UK 
& Iceland 
Create an Iceland holiday 
brochure. 

To identify where countries are within 
Europe. 
Recognise different quality of life in different 
countries. 

 
 
History 
 
 

Chronology 
Anglo Saxons & 
Vikings 

Place some historical periods in a 
chronological framework 
To use sources of information in ways that 
go beyond simple observation. 

Represent different 
periods of British history 
on a timeline 
Sutton Hoo burial 
Archaeology 
King Alfred & the cakes. 
Research everyday life for 
Saxons and Vikings. 
Explore Viking invasion. 

To use historic terms related to the Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings. 
 
To use sources of information to find out 
about the past. 

Music Saxon 
Instruments 
 
 
 
 

Confidently recognise a range of musical 
instruments and the different sounds they 
make.  
Recognise and explore a range of musical 
styles. 

Research Saxon music. 
Investigate how different 
sounds were made. 
Compare to modern 
instruments. 

To recognise musical instruments and 
explore the sounds they make. 
 
 
 
Sing as part of an ensemble.  



 
 
Christmas song 
 
Charanga 

Listen to Saxon music & 
create a mood board. 
 
 
Glockenspiel 

 
 
 
 
I can understand some written notation. 
Recognising and explore a range of musical 
styles. 

KS2 MFL 
 

French animals 
 
 
 

Speak in sentences, using familiar 
vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures. 

Farm animals / pets I can ask and answer questions about 
different topics. 
I can read aloud with good punctuation. 
I can write sentences to describe something, 
using some words I have remembered. 

Topic Vocabulary  

Local focus 
 

 

Visitors or trips 
 

Living History workshop. 

Special Focus 
Days/Weeks 
 

Remembrance Service 
Christmas & Christingle 
Viking Day 
Christmas Fair 
Y4 Christmas Party 
KS1 Christmas play performance 

 


