
Year 4 Medium Term Plan 

Year 4                                            Topic Name:   Rainforest Riches                           

Overarching 
Question? 

Why do we need the rainforest? 

Stunning Start Trip to wildlife park. 

Fantastic Finish Save the Rainforest!  

 

Subject  NC Programme of 
study 

Possible Tasks Outcomes 
‘I can…’ 

 
 
 
English Genres 
and Focus 
 
 
 
 

Survivors: 
Julianne Koepcke-
The Girl who Fell 
from the Sky 
Rainforest Poetry 
 
Persuasion-
Debate 
 

Spelling:  
Words with s sound spelt 
‘sc’ 
Suffix –sion 
Apostrophe of possession 
singular & plural 
Homophones 

Writing: 
Draft and write 
narratives organising 
paragraphs into a 
theme. 
Use expanded noun 
phrases 
Use fronted adverbials 
Draft and write non-
narrative material, using 
simple organisational 
devices 

 

Diary entry feelings & 
emotions. 
Setting description. 
Character description. 
P4C Rainforest 
deforestation role play & 
debate. 
Letter to persuade Mrs. 
Chivers - Deforestation  
Rainforest animal 
research. 
 

 

To spell words with the ‘s’ 
sounds spelt ‘sc’ 
To add endings which 
sound like ‘shun’ 
To use apostrophes to 
mark singular & plural 
possession.  
To use paragraphs to 
organise my writing. 
To make my writing 
interesting using 
adjectives and other 
descriptive methods. 
To use fronted adverbials. 
To draft and re-write  
To organise my non-
narrative writing so that it 
has headings and sub-
headings. 

 
 
Maths 
 
 

Decimals 
Measurement-
money & Time 

Pounds & pence 
Ordering amounts of 
money 
Using rounding to 
estimate money 
Four operations 

Reasoning & problem 
solving 

See White Rose 
Planning 

 
 
 
 
Science 
 
 
 

States of Matter: 
-Heating & 
Cooling 
-Water Cycle 
Accurately 
observe and 
describe some 
changes of state 
that can happen 
to water under 
various conditions 

Identify the part 
played by evaporation 
and condensation in 
the water cycle and 
associate the rate of 
evaporation with 
temperature. 
Observe changes in 
state when materials 
are heated or cooled 
and measure 
temperature in 
degrees Celsius. 

Working scientifically 
to create 
investigations  
Use correct scientific 
vocabulary to describe 
changes of state.  

LI: To describe some 
ways in which water can 
change state. 
LI: To give reasons why 
the water cycle happens 
more quickly in some 
places than others. 
LI: Identify and describe 
the roles trees and 
other plants play in the 
water cycle. 
LI To describe different 
ways in which rainforest 
plants have adapted. 
 

 
 
PE 
 
 

Rounders 
Gymnastics 

Identify the main 
features of respiration 
Identify that blood 
transports materials 
and it also protects. 
Skip forward in a fluid 
motion 

Heart rate activit 
before and after 
sports 
Sportshall Athletics & 
Gymnastics activities 

LI: To record my heart 
rate before and after 
exercise. 
LI: To skip forwards 
accurately. 
LI: To kick a ball 
accurately. 



To kick a ball 
accurately. 

 
 
Art/DT 
 
 

 To draw objects with 
correct proportions 

Careful observation of 
rainforest animals  
Create rainforest 
animals using line 
drawings. 
Print on fabrics using 
tie-dyes / batik. 

LI: To print on fabrics 
using tie-dyes. 

 
 
PSHE 
 
 

Sex Education    

 
 
RE 
 
 

Hinduism 
 

What does it mean to 
be a Hindu in Britain 
today? How might 
being a Hindu in 
Britain today be a 
good thing and why it 
might be hard 
sometimes? 
How do Hindu's 
express their faith 
through puja, aarti 
and bhajans? 
How do Hindus show 
their faith? 
Hindu life- What is 
important? 
What links are there 
between the actions 
of Hindus in helping 
others and ways in 
which people of other 
faiths and beliefs, 
including pupils, help 
others? 
 Why is Mahatma 
Gandhi a Hindu hero? 
Explain similarities 
and differences 
between Hindu 
worship and worship 
in another religious 
tradition pupils have 
been taught. 

Jigsaw of important 
things. Include a 
collection of things  
Compare own life to 
Hindu children.  
Find out about puja 
Hindu worship. 
Create own puja tray. 
Label the parts. 
Hindu life. A series of 
steps. 
Find out about 
Moksha. 
Describe examples of 
where the life of 
Hindus can be seen in 
Britain. 

LI: To describe Hindu 
beliefs about God. 
LI: To look for 
similarities and 
differences in Hindu 
children 
LI: To describe two of 
the four aims in Hindu 
life.  
LI: Compare own lives 
to lives of Hindu 
children. 
LI: To describe some key 
events in the life of 
Gandhi. 
LI: To think of reasons 
why Gandhi behaved 
the way he did. 

Music  Play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
groups. Use voice 
with increasing 
accuracy and control 
and expression. 

Noah’s Flood practise 
and performance. 

LI: To understand the 
importance of warming 
up the voice for singing 
LI: To sing as part of a 
whole class 
performance. 
 
 
 



 
 
Computing 
 
 
 
 

Net Searching 
 
 
 
 

Understand how 
results are selected 
and ranked by search 
engines. 

Find out about a 
rainforest creature. 
Create a fact file of 
rainforest animals. 
Create a rainforest A-Z 
of all class fact-files.  

LI: To use search 
engines to investigate 
information about a 
rainforest creature. 

Geography To describe the 
climatic 
conditions 
associated with 
tropical 
rainforests 
To locate the 
global position of 
the rainforest 
vegetation belt. 
 
To identify and 
describe the way 
in which plants 
are naturally 
arranged in the 
tropical 
rainforest. 

Know about the wider 
context of places  
Region country 
Understand why 
there are similarities 
and differences 
between places 
To know how the 
locality is set within a 
wider geographical 
context. 
Demonstrate 
knowledge of features 
about places beyond 
the UK 
 
Draw accurate with 
more complex keys. 
 
Describe some 
possible 
consequences of 
deforestation and 
explain why each is a 
cause for concern. 
 

To use maps and 
atlases to locate the 
tropics Cancer and 
Capricorn explain the 
Amazon rainforest is 
the largest. 
On a world map, 
locate UK and locate 
tropical places in 
comparison. 
Make a model of the 
layers of the rainforest 
strata. 
News report about the 
rainforest and 
devastating 
deforestation. 
 
 
 

LI: To locate tropics and 
rainforest on a World 
map. 
 
LI: To label the 
rainforest layers. 
 
LI To explain what 
deforestation means 
and how it affects the 
rainforest. 

 
History 
 

- - - - 

 
KS2 MFL 
 
 

  identify 10 animals 
that live in the 
Amazon rainforest 

 begin to recall the 
names of the 
animals in French 

 use previous 
knowledge to ask 
questions 

 use previously 
learned letter strings 
in/on/en when 
reading out loud 

 

  listen with care 

 use comment 
t’appelles-tu? to ask 
someone’s name 

 use où habites-tu? to 
ask where someone 
lives 

 use my French 
phonics to help me 
read out loud  

 play games and repeat 
new vocabulary to help 
me learn new words 

 learn about the 
Amazon rainforest 

Local focus  

Visitors or trips  

Special Focus 
Days/Weeks 
 

Rainforest Café - proceeds donated to the Rainforest Alliance 

 


