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What are High Frequency Words?

High frequency words are quite simply those words which
occur most frequently in written material, for example, "and’,
the", "as" and "it" They are often words that hawve little
meaning on their own, bhut they do contribute o great deal to
the meaning of a sentence. Some of the high [requency
words can bhe sounded out msing hoasic phonic rules, e.g. "it"
is an easky word to read uwsing phonics. Howewer, many of the
high [frequency words are not phonically regular and .are
therefore haord to read in the early stoges. These words are
sometimes called trickiy words, sight words or camera words.
In addition to bheing difficult to sound out, most of the high
frequency words hawxve a rather ahstract meaning which is
hard to explain to a child. It's easy to learn words like "cat”
and "house" hecauwse they can easily be related to a real
ohject or o picture, bhut how do you represent the word "the"

n

or "of"?

Why learn the High Frequencsy Words?

Researchers bhelieve that learning just |13 of the most
frequently uwsed words will enahble children to read 25%
of aniy test (OK, that 25% mwouldn't make much sense on
its own, bhut it's o very good start ).

Llearning 100 high [frequency words gives a heginner
reader access to 50% of wvirtuwally oany text, whether a
children's hook or a newspaper report!

When youw couple immediate recognition of the high
frequency sight words with o good knowledge of hasic
phonics, thats when o childs reading can really take

off.




Letters and sounds: High

Frequency Words Checklist

(bhold=tricksy words)
Phase 2

i

LOn

get

ap

N.o




children

A0
Little

by

made

paut oh
looked | called
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Aunset




Words with this sound .are

JIALim

rocket

carrot

rat







h.ad

hucket






















