
 



 

 

Summary 

By the beginning of Phase Six, children should know most 

of the common grapheme–phoneme correspondences (GPCs). 

They should be able to read hundreds of words, 

doing this in three ways: 

 reading the words automatically if they are very 

familiar; 

 decoding them quickly and silently because their 

sounding and blending routine is now well 

established; 

 decoding them aloud. 

Children’s spelling should be phonemically accurate, 

although it may still be a little unconventional at times. 

Spelling usually lags behind reading, as it is harder. 

During this phase, children become fluent readers and 

increasingly accurate spellers. 

READING 

At this stage many children will be reading longer and 

less familiar texts independently and with increasing 

fluency. The shift from learning to read to reading to learn 

takes place and children read for information and for 

pleasure. 



Spelling rule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words with this spelling rule are...  

stop stops 

park 

Add 

‘s’ 

jump 

parks 

jumps 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

dress dresses 

wash 

Add 

‘es’ 

box 

washes 

boxes 

lunch lunches 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

help helping 

enjoy 

Add the 

suffix 

‘ing’ 

jump 

enjoying 

jumping 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

rude rudest 

tame 

Add the 

suffix 

‘est’ 

fine 

tamest 

finest 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

wish wishful 

pain 

Add the 

suffix 

‘ful’ 

forget 

painful 

forgetful 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

luck lucky 

sun 

Add the 

suffix 

‘y’ 

fuss 

sunny 

fussy 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

home homeless 

end 

Add 

‘less’ 

speech 

endless 

speechless 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

kind kindly 

friend 

Add 

‘ly’ 

near 

friendly 

nearly 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

tall taller 

sweet 

Add the 

suffix 

‘er’ 

hot 

sweeter 

hotter 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

avoid avoidable 

bear 

Add the 

suffix 

‘able’ 

drink 

bearable 

drinkable 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

ask asked 

miss 

Add the 

suffix 

‘ed’ 

rock 

missed 

rocked 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

change changed 

time 

Drop the 

‘e’ and 

add ‘ed’ 

share 

timed 

shared 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

carry carried 

bully 

Drop the 

‘y’ to ‘i’ 

and add 

‘ed’ 

marry 

bullied 

married 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

hug hugged 

flip 

Double the final 

consonant and 

add ‘ed’ 

clap 

flipped 

clapped 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

happy unhappy 

well 

Add the 

prefix ‘un’ 

seen 

unwell 

unseen 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

honest dishonest 

agree 

Add the 

prefix ‘dis’ 

order 

disagree 

disorder 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

mist demist 

form 

Add the 

prefix ‘de’ 

fuse 

deform 

defuse 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

build rebuild 

fill 

Add the 

prefix ‘re’ 

use 

refill 

reuse 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

caution precaution 

pay 

Add the 

prefix ‘pre’ 

cook 

prepay 

precook 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

behave misbehave 

fire 

Add the 

prefix ‘mis’ 

count 

misfire 

miscount 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

grumble tumble 

tinkle 

Two 

different 

consonants 

before ‘le’ 

handle 

single 

candle 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

battle giggle 

middle 

 A double 

consonant 

before ‘le’ 

muddle 

cattle 

nettle 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

needle table 

ladle 

 One  

consonant 

before ‘le’ 

people 

Bible 

steeple 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

blow blew 

drink 

Irregular 

tense 

changes 

think 

drank 

thought 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

write wrote 

catch 

Irregular 

tense 

changes 

bite 

caught 

bit 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

speak spoke 

begin 

Irregular 

tense 

changes 

bend 

began 

bent 
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Words with this spelling rule are...  

play+ground= playground 

Compound 

words 

birth+day= birthday 

hand+bag=handbag 

Some+one=someone 


