
Medium Term Plan  

Year 2 Topic Name  Fur, feathers and scales   Term  4    
 

Overarching 
Question? 

Would we find a penguin in Africa? 

Stunning 
Start 

Visit from Bug man and Owl man 

Fantastic 
Finish 

Carnival of the animals 

 

Subject  NC Programme 
of study 

Possible Tasks Outcomes 
‘I can ……’ 

 
 
 
English 
Genres and 
Focus 
 
 
 
 

Animal description poetry and 
riddles. 
Rags to Riches. 
Focus – plot. 
Recount 

 Write an animal riddle 
 
 
 
Giraffes can’t dance. 
 
Write recount of animal 
visitors. 

 

 
 
Maths 
 
 

Number – fractions. 
Measurement – length and height. 
Measurement – capacity and temperature. 
     

 
 
 
 
Science 
 
 
 

 
 

Animals and habitats 

Explore and 
compare the 
differences 
between things 
that are living, 
dead, and 
things that have 
never been 
alive.      
 
Identify that 
most living 
things live in 
habitats to 
which they are 
suited and 
describe how 
different 
habitats provide 
for the basic 
needs of 
different kinds 
of animals and 
plants, and how 
they depend on 
each other.      
 
Identify and 

Sorting and classifying. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visits to pond. 
Identifying common pond 
creatures/plants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Habitat fact files. 
 
 
 
 
 

I can explain the 
differences 
between things 
that are living,      
dead and things 
that have never 
been alive. 
 
 

I can explain 
that most living 
things live in 
habitats which 
suit      them 
and depend on 
each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can name 
some plants 
and animals in 
their habitats      



name a variety 
of plants and 
animals in their 
habitats, 
including micro-
habitats. 
 
Describe how 
animals obtain 
their food from 
plants and 
other animals, 
using the idea 
of a simple food 
chain, and 
identify and 
name different 
sources of food.      

Make food chains using 
border roll. 

including micro-
habitats. 
 
 

I can explain 
how animals get 
their food from 
plants and      
other animals 
using a simple 
food chain. 

 
 
PE 
 
 

Dance  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
programmes/b03g64pl/episodes/ 
downloads?page=2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strike and Field games. 

 
Pond life in 
dance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Retrieving a ball 
 
To be able to 
chase and stop 
a rolling ball 

 
1.Underwater action 
 
2. Frogs, toads, newts and 
grass-snakes 
 
3. Birds on the water 
 
 
 
Warm up – set up small 
gates with cones. One tennis 
ball each – move around the 
area and roll ball through a 
gate.  Run around the gate 
and retrieve it.  Repeat in as 
many different gates as 
possible. 
 
Rolling rounders – in teams 
of approx. 5. 1 ‘batter’ rolls 3 
balls into area.  Fielders have 
to stand still until all 3 balls 
have been rolled.  Then 
batter does as many runs 
between 2 cones as possible 
before fielders get the balls 
back to the start. 
 
Make harder by not allowing 
the fielders to run with the 
ball.   
 
Game ideas for LA or yr 1 as 
appropriate – smugglers (see 
resources folder kwik 
cricket) 
 

 
I can listen and 
respond to 
music 
moving my 
body 
appropriately 
 
I can perform 
dances using 
simple music 
patterns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I can catch a 
tennis ball by 
placing my body 
in line to meet 
the flight of the 
ball and I cup 
my hands so the 
ball cannot 
bounce out 
 
I can throw a 
small ball 
overarm, over a 
longer 
distance, using 
my arms and 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/


body, to 
accurately 
reach a target 
 
I can select the 
most 
appropriate 
skills and 
actions to 
perform at my 
best 
 
 
 
I know when 
someone is 
being treated 
fairly or unfairly 

 
 
Art/DT 
 
 

 He/she is able to 
make textured 
collages from a 
variety of media 
and by folding, 
crumpling and 
tearing  materials  
 
Use a variety of 
techniques 
including carbon 
printing, 
relief, press and 
fabric printing 
and rubbings 
 
 

Make a habitat collage. 
 
Minibeast houses, hedgehog 
homes. 
 
Animal skin/pattern printing 

I can make 
collages by 
folding, 
crumpling and 
tearing  materials 
 
I can  use 
different 
techniques like 
carbon printing, 
relief, press and 
fabric printing 
and rubbings 
 

 
 
PSHE 
 
 

Me and making a positive 
contribution. 

what a 
community is 
about  
 
belonging to 
their school 
community 
(class and 
school) 
 
about the wider 
communities to 
which they 
belong: 
home/family 
and local 
community 
 
about how life 
in a small island 
community may 
be 

 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
education/topics/zdvv4wx  
 
https://central.espresso. 
co.uk/espresso/primary_uk 
/subject/module/frontscreen 
/item779029/grade2/ 
index.html?source=subject-
PSHE-KS2-PSHE-Modules 
 
Storybooks: 
Katie Morag Delivers the 
Mail by Mairi Hedderwick 
Jamaica Louise James by 
Amy Hest 

 
understand the 
meaning of 
‘community’ as 
people with 
shared 
connections 
 
talk about 
belonging to 
their 
class/school 
community 
 
identify the 
different 
communities 
they belong to 
 
talk about what 
would be 
important in 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://central.espresso/


different/similar 
to their own 
 
about how 
different things 
may be 
important to 
different 
communities 
  
about what it 
might be like to 
live in a large 
city community 
 
how individuals 
can have a 
positive  impact 
on their 
community 
 
how growing 
plants can 
improve the 
environment 
for people and 
animals 
  
that local 
councillors are 
elected to 
represent the 
views of the 
community and 
should listen to 
the views of the 
people who 
elect them 
 
to work 
together and 
use the school’s 
decision-making 
processes (for 
example, class 
council/school 
council) to grow 
fruit and 
vegetables in 
the school 
grounds 
 
that people 
who live in 
different places 
and 

Katie Morag’s 
community and 
how this would 
be different to 
their own 
 
identify 
features of a 
large city 
community and 
how it might be 
similar/different 
to their local 
community 
 
can suggest 
ways that they 
could 
contribute to 
their school and 
local 
community take 
part in 
discussions and 
work together 
on a planting 
project in the 
school grounds 
 
identify ways in 
which they are 
connected to 
people and 
places 
throughout the 
world 
 
can talk about 
similarities and 
differences 
between 
communities in 
other parts of 
the world 



communities 
are connected 
to each other 
 
to respect 
diversity 
 

 
 
RE 
 
 

Salvation 
Why does Easter matter to 
Christians? 

Recognise that 
God, 
Incarnation, 
Gospel and 
Salvation are part 
of the 
‘big story’ of the 
Bible. 
 
Tell stories of 
Holy Week and 
Easter and make 
a link with 
the idea of 
Salvation (Jesus 
rescuing people). 
 
Give at least 
three examples 
of how Christians 
show their 
beliefs about 
Jesus as saviour 
in church 
worship. 
 
Think, talk and 
ask questions 
about whether 
the text has 
something to say 
to them (for 
example, about 
whether 
forgiveness is 
important), 
exploring 
different ideas. 

Look at the frieze together. 
 
Easter lunch box. 
 
Easter storyline. 
 
 
 
 
Easter card designs 
Traditional/secular 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forgiveness strips. 
 
Easter egg nests 

I know: 
Easter is very 
important in 
the ‘big story’ of 
the Bible. Jesus 
showed that he 
was willing  to 
forgive all 
people, even for 
putting him on 
the cross. 
 
• Christians 
believe Jesus 
builds a 
bridge between 
God and 
humans. 
 
• Christians 
believe Jesus 
rose 
again, giving 
people hope of 
a new life 

 
 
Music 
 
  

 Listen with 
concentration 
and 
understanding 
to a range of 
high-quality live 
and recorded 
music  
 
Build an 
understanding 
of the pulse and 
internalise it 
when listening 

Create a carnival of the 
animals performance.  
 
Group work for different 
animals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can listen to 
and understand 
different pieces 
of high quality 
live and 
recorded music 
 
 
 
I can find the 
pulse and 
internalise it in 
my head. 
 



to a piece of 
music. 
 
Understand 
that structure 
describes how 
different 
sections of 
music are 
ordered. 
 
Understand 
that timbre 
describes the 
character or 
quality of a 
sound. 
 
Begin to 
describe a piece 
of music using a 
developing 
understanding 
of the 
interrelated 
musical 
dimensions.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I can 
understand that 
structure 
describes how 
different 
sections of 
music are 
ordered. 
 
I can 
understand that 
timbre 
describes the 
character or 
quality of a 
sound. 
 
I can describe a 
piece of music 
using musical 
language. 

 
 
Computing 
 
 
 

Using technology purposefully;  Use technology 
purposefully to 
create digital 
content 
comparing the 
benefits of 
different 
programs  
 

Consolidating use of 
Microsoft software. 
 

I can use 
different 
software 
programs and 
discuss the 
benefits of their 
usage 

 
Geography 
 
 
 

 Name and 
locate the 
world's seven 
continents and 
five oceans  
 
Identify 
seasonal and 
daily weather 
patterns in the 
United Kingdom 
and the location 
of hot and cold 
areas of the 
world in 
relation to the 
Equator and the 
North and 
South Poles.  

Look at “Continents Song”. 
 
Espresso map for labelling 
continents and oceans.   
 
Identify where animals live. 

I can name and 
place the 
world's seven 
continents and 
five oceans  
 

I can identify 
seasonal and 
daily weather 
patterns in the 
United Kingdom 
and the location 
of hot and cold 
areas of the 
world in 
relation to the 
Equator and the 
North and 
South Poles.  



  

 
 
History 
 
 

 Discuss the lives 
of significant 
individuals in the 
past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements 
and use some to 
compare aspects 
of life in different 
periods  
 
 
 

 

Darwin and when he lived. 
Learn about him and 
evolution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can discuss the 
lives of significant 
people in the past 
who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements 
and use some to 
compare aspects 
of life in different 

periods. 
 
  
 

 

Local focus 
 

Focus on local animals and local habitats. 

Visitors or 
trips 
 

Trip to pond. 
Visitors with owls and visitors with bugs.  

Special 
Focus 
Days/Weeks 
 

Carnival of the animals.  

 


