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Welcome to  

Hythe Bay Church of  

England Primary School! 

A guide for parents and carers of  

children joining  Reception 

Welcome to the Early Years Foundation 

Stage (EYFS), the phase of development 

from birth until the age of 5 
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‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and 

the support that enables them to fulfil their potential. 

Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s 

experiences between birth and age five have a major  

impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and 

happy childhood is important in its own right. Good  

parenting  and high quality early learning together  

provide the foundation that children need to make the 

most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.’ 

 

Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2012 

At Hythe Bay we recognise that children do best when 

parents and practitioners work together. We have an ‘open 

door’ policy and a grown up should be available to speak to 

you in the morning and the afternoon for a quick chat.  It 

may not always be possible to speak to your child’s class 

teacher so, if you feel that you would like a longer  

appointment  or to talk privately with your child’s class 

teacher, then please ask any of the adults in the  

classroom or the office to arrange an appointment. 
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It’s not all about reading and writing! Within the Early Years Founda-

tion Stage (EYFS) , all areas of learning are considered  

important and interdependent. For example, Physical Development and 

fine motor control help develop writing skills. Creativity is fundamen-

tal to successful learning as it enables children to make connections 

between one area of learning and another. Personal and Social Devel-

opment also runs throughout many aspects of learning as children de-

velop and demonstrate their ability to work with others and concen-

trate for longer periods when learning new skills. 

 

In  the 2012 review of the EYFS, three areas are considered  

particularly ‘crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and  

enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form 

relationships and thrive’.  These areas are known as the three  

Prime Areas: 

 

 

 

Communication and Language 

This area of learning is about children having opportunities to  

experience a rich language environment; to develop their  

confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and lis-

ten in a range of situations. 
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Physical Development  

Physical development in the foundation stage is 

about improving skills of co-ordination, control, 

manipulation and movement. Children also learn 

how to make healthy choices in relation to food 

and  

exercise. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

This area of learning involves helping children to develop a positive 

sense of themselves and others; to form positive relationships and 

to develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how 

to manage feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups 

and have confidence in their own abilities. 

 

The three Prime Areas are then strengthened and applied through 

the four Specific Areas: 

 

Literacy involves encouraging children to link sounds 

and letters and to begin to read and write. Children 

must be given  

access to a wide range of reading materials (books, 

poems, and other written materials) to ignite interests. 

 

Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to  

develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using 

numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and 

to describe shapes, spaces and measures. 
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Understanding the World involves guiding chil-

dren to make sense of their physical world and their community 

through opportunities to explore, observe and to find out about 

people, places, technology and the environment. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design involves enabling  

children to explore and play with a wide range of 

media and materials, as well as providing  

opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 

thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, 

music, movement, dance, role-play and design and technology. 

 

Children in Reception follow the EYFS and learn by playing and 

exploring, being active, and through creative and critical 

thinking which takes place both indoors and outdoors. This is 

the statutory curriculum that lays the foundations of learning 

needed for the more formal routines of school. By the time 

the children leave the Reception class they will be ready to 

begin the ‘National Curriculum’; the curriculum that begins in 

Year One and continues until pupils leave secondary school. 
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Prime 

areas 

Area of 

learning and 

development 

Aspect Early Learning Goals 

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

Development 

  

Making 

relation-

ships 

Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They take account of one 

another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. They show sensitivity to 

others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other 

children. 

Self-

confi-

dence 

and self-

aware-

ness 

Children are confident to try new activities, and say why they like some activities 

more than others. They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about 

their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their chosen activities. 

They say when they do or don’t need help. 

Manag-

ing 

feelings 

and 

behav-

iour 

Children talk about how they and others show feelings, 

talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and its 

consequences, and know that some behaviour is 

unacceptable. They work as part of a group or class, 

and understand and follow the rules. They adjust their 

behaviour to different situations, and take changes of 

routine in their stride. 

Communica-

tion and 

Language 

  

Listening 

and 

atten-

tion 

Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They 

listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and 

respond to what they hear with relevant comments, 

questions or actions. They give their attention to what 

others say and respond appropriately, whilst engaged in 

another activity. 

Under-

standing 

Children follow instructions involving several ideas or 

actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about 

their experiences and in response to stories or events. 

Speaking Children express themselves effectively, showing 

awareness of listeners’ needs. They use past, present 

and future forms accurately when talking about events 

that have happened or are to happen in the future. 

They develop their own narratives and explanations by 

connecting ideas or events. 

Physical 

Development 

  

Moving 

and 

handling 

Children show good control and co-ordination in large and small movements. 

They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space. They handle 

equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. 

Health 

and self-

care 

Children know the importance for good health of physical exercise, and a healthy 

diet, and talk about ways to keep healthy and safe. 

They manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully, including 

dressing and going to the toilet independently. 

  

  

The seven areas of learning lead into the 17 “Early Learning Goals”. These “Early Learning 

Goals” (ELGs) state the government expectations for Reception children at the end of their first year 

at school. Whilst these end goals are relevant to bear in mind it is important that children do not miss 

out on the development steps along the way. We will be working on many new skills during the first 

year at school, all with the aim of achieving the goals or exceeding them, by the end of the year; 

whilst ensuring that we have happy social children. 
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Area of learning and 

development 
Aspect Early Learning Goals 

Literacy 

  

Reading Children read and understand simple sentences. They use 

phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them 

aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular 

words. They demonstrate understanding when talking with 

others about what they have read. 

Writing Children use their phonic knowledge to write words 

in ways which match their spoken sounds. They also 

write some irregular common words. They write simple 

sentences which can be read by themselves and 

others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are 

phonetically plausible. 

Mathematics 

  

  

Numbers Children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, 

place them in order and say which number is one more 

or one less than a given number. Using quantities and 

objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers 

and count on or back to find the answer. They solve 

problems, including doubling, halving and sharing. 

Shape, space 

and measure 

Children use everyday language to talk about size, 

weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to 

compare quantities and objects and to solve problems. 

They recognise, create and describe patterns. They 

explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes 

and use mathematical language to describe them. 

Understanding the 

World 

  

People and 

communities 

Children talk about past and present events in their own 

lives and in the lives of family members. They know that 

other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are 

sensitive to this. They know about similarities and  

differences between themselves and others, and among 

families, communities and traditions. 

The world Children know about similarities and differences in relation 

to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk 

about the features of their own immediate 

environment and how environments might vary from  one 

another. They make observations of animals and plants and 

explain why some things occur, and talk about changes. 

Technology Children recognise that a range of technology is used in 

places such as homes and schools. They select and use 

technology for particular purposes. 

Expressive Arts and 

Design 

  

Exploring and 

using media 

and materials 

Children sing songs, make music and dance, and 

experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use 

and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and  

function. 

Being  

imaginative 

  

Children use what they have learnt about media and 

materials in original ways, thinking about uses and 

purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts 

and feelings through design and technology, art, music, 

dance, role play and stories. 
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Assessment in the Early Years Foundation Stage is not based on a test at the end 
of the year. Assessment information is gathered throughout the Reception year 
and is gathered from a variety of sources, including home and school. This  
information is collated and presented in the children’s learning journals, and  
contributes to the end of year assessment and your child’s progress towards the  
Early Learning goals. The ongoing assessments process includes: 
 

 Focused observations during play, group work and teaching activities 

 Photographs of practical activities 

 Ad-hoc notes on things we hear and see children say and do 

 Work from structured sessions 

 Work children have chosen to do (e.g. drawings and paintings) 

 Discussions with parents and children. 

 Some more formal assessments. 

A successful partnership, with you as parents and carers, needs a two-way flow of 

information, we encourage the sharing of the journals and for children to record 

significant moments from both home and school in their special book that we will 

send home. 

Reading 

Your child will bring home a book and we would encourage daily reading to  
support progress. We will check the children’s reading level and teach them skills 
to move forward. This will happen through whole class reading and writing  
activities, daily phonics teaching and daily stories as well as 1:1 reading. As  
parents we hope that you will encourage reading skills each day and change 
books as often as you wish. Regular reading at home has a tremendous impact on 
progress. 
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8.40-8.50    Classroom doors open for children to settle with parents 

8.50-9.00    Register time, Days of the Week song and symbolic timetable outlined 

9.00-9.20     Phonic based carpet input and then phonic activities in working                 

                       groups 

9.30-10.45 Child initiated learning time (adults are working alongside observing)     

                      Snack bar is open ( Children can choose when to access) 

10.45           Tidy up time 

11.00            Maths based carpet input 

11.15-11.40  Colour group activities ( Maths focus) 

11.45            Hand washing, getting ready for lunch 

12.00-1.00   Lunch time and play time in the Early Years garden 

1.00-1.05      Register 

1.05– 1.15    Topic based carpet input 

1.15-1.30      Colour group teacher directed activity 

1.30-2.45        Child initiated learning  

                        Reading with an adult 1:1 

2.45                Tidy up time 

2.50                Story time 

3.10                Getting ready for home 

3.15pm          Home time! 
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 Have a go! Be brave.  

Be confident to try new things and not to worry if it 

goes wrong. 

 

 Concentrate. 

 Learn to mange distractions and to stay focussed. 

 Don’t give up! 

Perseverance, try different things. 

 Keep improving. 

Try to be better than last time. 

 Use your imagination 

Be creative and try new things. 

 Be curious. 

What do you want to find out? Ask what if? 

 Enjoy learning 

Be proud of your own achievements, use what you 

have learnt in real life. 

 Be cooperative 

Work with others and be tolerant. 

At Hythe Bay every child will become familiar with a set of animals; these 

animals represent the dispositions and attitudes needed for successful 

learning. These are the key skills that we will teach your children to help 

them learn. 
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Mrs Trigg 

Teacher 

Mrs Head 

Teacher 

Mrs Blackman 

TA 

Mrs Thompson 

T.A 

Miss Browne 

TA  

(Maternity cover) 

Miss Roux 

TA 

Mrs 

Sharp 

HLTA 

Mrs Hall 

HLTA 


